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7 hen ibyn the ill; and know, my dear, 

Kindnefs and conftancy will prove 
I he only pillars fit to bear 

So vail a Weight as that of love. . Prior. 

4. Gravity; heavinefs; tendency to the center. 

Hcavinefs or weight is not here confidered as being fiich a 
natural quality, w'hercby condenfed bodies do of themfelvcs 
tend downwards; but rather as being an affcClion, whereby 
they may be meafured. Wilkins. 

The fliaft that (lightly was imprefs’d. 

Now from his heavy fall with weight increas’d. 

Drove through his neck. Dryden. 

W hat natural agent impel them foilrongly with a tranfvrrl'e 
fide blow again ft that tremendous weight and rapidity, when 
whole worlds are falling? Bentley. 

5. Preflure; burthen; overwhelming power. 

Thou art no Atlas for fo great a weight. Shakefpeare. 
So (hall the world go on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benign, 

Under her own weight groaning. Milton. 

We muft thofe, who groan beneath the weight 
Of age, difeafe, or want, commiferate. Denham. 

The prince may carry the plough, but the weight lies upon 
the people. L'EJlrange. 

Poffeffion’s load was grown fo great. 

He funk beneath the cumb’rous weight. Swift. 

6. Importance; power; influence; efficacy. 

How to make ye fuddenly an anfwer, 

In fitch a point of tveight, fo near mine honour. 

In truth I know not Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

If this right of heir carry any weight with it, if it be the 
ordinance of God, muft not all be fubjeCt to it. Lceke. 

I o make the fenfe of efteem or difgrace fink the deeper, 
and be of the more weight , other agreeable or di (agreeable 
things fhould conftantly accompany thefe different ftates. Locke. 

An author’s arguments lofe their weight , when we are per- 
fuaded that he only writes for argument’s fake. Addifon. 
See, Lord, the forrows of my heart. 

Ere yet it be too late ; 

And hear my Saviour’s dying groans. 

To give thofe forrows weight. Addifon's Spectator. 

7 he folemnitics that encompafs the magiftrate add dignity 
to all his aCtions, and weight to all his words. Atterbury. 
We'ightily. ado. [from weighty ] 

1. Heavily; ponderoufly. 

2. Solidly ; importantly. 

Is his poetry the worfe, becaufe he makes his agents fpeak 
weightily and fententioufly ? Broome's Notes on the Odf'ey. 
Weightin’fss. n. f. [from weighty.] 

1. Pondcrofity; gravity; heavinefs. 

2. Solidity; force. 

I fear I have dwelt longeron this pafiage than th c weight inefs 
of any argument in it requires. Locke. 

3. Importance. 

The apparent defeCt of her judgment, joined to the weighti- 
nefs of the adventure, caufed many to marvel. Hayward. 
We'ightless. adj [from weight.] 

1. Light; having no gravitv. 

How by him balanc’d in the weightlefs air ? 

Can’ll thou tire wifdom of his works declare ? Sandys. 
1. Not poffible to be weighed. Improper. 

It muft both weigitleft and immortal prove, 

Becaufe the centre of it is above. Dryden. 

We'ighty. adj. [from weight.] 

1. Heavy ; ponderous. 

You have already weary’d fortune fo. 

She cannot farther be your friend or foe; 

But fits all breathlefs, and admires to feel 
A fate fo weighty , that it Hops her wheel. Dryden. 

2. Important; momentous; efficacious. 

I to your affiftance do make love. 

Malting the bufmefs from the common eye 

For fundry weighty reafons. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

No fool Pythagoras was thought: 

Whilft he his weighty doCtrines taught, 
lie made his lift’ning fcholars Hand, 

Their mouth (till cover’d with their hand : 

Elfe, may-be, fome odd-thinking youth, 

Lefs friend to doCtrine than to truth, 

Might have refus’d to let his ears 

Attend the mufick of the fpheres. Prior. 

Thus fpoke to my Indy the knight full of care, 

Let me have your advice in a weighty affair. Swift. 

3. Rigorous; fevere. Not in ufe. 

If, after two days ihine, Athens contains thee, 

Attend our weightier judgment. Shakrf Timon. 

We'laway. interj. [This I once believed a corruption of weal 
away , that is, lapfmef is gone : fo Junius explained it; but 
the Saxon exclamation is palapa, woe on woe: from vjelauay , is 
formed by corruption weladay.] Alas. 

Harrow now out, and wealaway , he cried, 

What difmal day hath lent this curled light! Spevfer, 
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Ah, Wflaway ! moft noble, lords, how can 
Your cruel eves endure fo piteous (ioh: ? 


Weiaway , the while I was fo fond, 
To leave the good that I had in hond 


fo piteous fight ? Fairy Q utn 
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WE'1.COME. adj. [bun venu, French ; pilcume, Saxon 

kora, I )utch.J 1 > ««- 


Or 


Dryden. 

Dryden, 


Shakefp. 


Received with gladnefs; admitted willingly to any nl 
enjoyment; grateful; plealing. ’ " lace 

1 ferve you, madam : 

Your graces are right welcome. Shakeib r 

He, though not of the plot, will like it, ^ 
And wilh it ihould proceed ; u.r, unto men ' 

Prclt with their wants, all change is ever welcome. Byte 
Here let me earn my bread, ’ ' d m f 

’Till oft invocated death 

Haflen the welcome end of all my pains. jut-. 

He that knows how to make thofe he converfes with \rT 
has found the true art of living, and being welcome and valuin’ 
every where. . ‘ 

2. To bid Welcome. To receive with profeflions of kindnef/' 
Some flood in a row in fo civil a falhion, as if to welcm. 
us; and divers put their arms a little abroad, which is the 
gefture when they bid any welcome. jg Q( ir 

W k'lcomf.. interj. A form of falutation ufed to a newcomer 
elliptically ufed for you are welcome. * 

Welcome , he faid, 

O long cxpeCted to my dear embrace. 

Welcome , great monarch, to your own. 

W/lcome. n.J. 

1. Salutation of a new comer. 

Welcome ever fmilcs, and farewel goes out fishing. 

Lcontc* opening his free arms, and weeping 
His welcome forth. Shak. Winter's Tale. 

2. Kind reception of a new comer. 

I fhould be free from injuries, and abound as much in the 
true caufes of welcomes , as I Ihould find want of die effcCls 
thereof. Sidney. 

I look’d not for you yet, nor am provided 
For your fit welcome. Shaktf. King Lear. 

Madam, new years may well expcCl to find 
We c me from you, to whom they are fo kind: 

Still as they pafs they court and (mile on you, 

And make your beauty as themfelvcs feem new. Wtdfer, 
Where diligence opens the door of the underftanding, and 
impartiality keeps it, truth finds an entrance and a welcome 
to °- South's Her mom. 

To We'lcoM e . v. a. To falute a new comer with kinJnel’s. 

I know no caufe 

Why I Ihould welcome fuch a gueft as grief, 

Save bidding farewel to fo fweet a gueft 
As my fweet Richard. ~ Shakef. Richard II. 

1 hey flood in a row in fo civil a falhion, as if to we.com 
us Bac.it. 

1 hus we falute thee with our car]y fong, 

And welcome thee, and wilh thee long. Mi .tin. 

To weic me home 

His warlike brother, is Pirithous come Dryden. 

1 he lark and linnet ftrain their warbling throats, 

To web me in the Spring. Dryden. 

We'lcome to cur Houfe n.J'. An herb. Ainjtuorth. 

WeTcomeness. n.J. [from welcome.] Gratcfulnefs. 

Our joys, after feme centuries of years, may feem to have 
grown elder, by having been enjoyed fo many ages; yet will 
they really Hill continue new, not only upon the (cores of their 
welamenefs , but by their perpetually equal, becaufe infinite, 
diltance from a period. Style. 

We'lcomer. n.J. [from welcome.] The falutcr or receiver of 
a new comer 

Farewel, thou woful weleomer of glory. Shakefpeare. 

Weld, or Would, n.f. [ iuteola , Latin. J Yellow weed, or 
dyers weed. 

Its leaves are oblong and intire: it has an anomalous flower, 
confifting of many diffimilar leaves: the fruit is globular, hol¬ 
low, and divided into three parts. The dyers ufe it for dying 
bright yellows and lemon colours; and this is by fome fup- 
pofed to be the pi. nt ufed by the ancient Pi&s in painting 
their bodies. M Her. 

To Weld, for To wield. Spenfer. 

To Weld. v. a. To beat one mafs into another, fo as to in¬ 
corporate them. 

Spaikling or welding heat is ufed when you double up your 
iron to make it thick enough, and fo weld or work in the 
doubling into one another. Moxons Mich. Exer. 

We'lder. n.f. A term peihaps merely Iriih; though it rn- 1 ) 
be derived from To wield , to turn or manage: whence itlidder, 
welder. 

Such immediate tenants have o.thrrs under them, and fo a 
third and fourth in fubordination, ’till it comes to the welder, 
as they call him, who fits at a rack-rent, and lives nnlc- 
rabjy. ' Swift. 

IVVjlfarb, n.f. [mill and fare.] Happincf*; fucccfs; profperit}- 
If friends to a government ioil»car their alliance, they 
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Milton. 


Milton. 

Philips. 


Milton. 


Davies. 


Spenfer. 
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it in the power of a few defperate men to ruin the welfare of 
thofe "ho are fuperiour to then) in ftrength and intcreft. Add. 

Difcretion is the perleftion of reafon cunning is a kind of 
• that only looks out after our immediate intereft and 

,.- are Addifons Spectator. 

-j elk. V. o. [Of this word in Spenfer I know not well the 
waning: pealcan, in Saxon, is to roll ; woken, in German, 
and pelccn, in Saxon, are clouds; whence 1 luppofe welk, 
K e k otwhilk is an undulation or corrugation, or corrugated 
nr convolved body. Hid Ik is ufed for a (mail ihell fiih.J I o 
cloud ; to oMcue. 

Now fad Winter welked hath the day, 

And Phoebus, weary of his yearly talk, 

Eftablifhed hath his fteeds in lowly lay. 

And taken up his inn in fifties haftc. Spenfer. 

As gentle Ihepherd in fweet eventide, 

When ruddy Phoebus 'gins to welk in Weft, 

Marks which do bite their hafty (upper belt. Fairy Queen. 

The ur/ bed Phoebus ’gan avale 
His weary wain. Spenfer. 

We'lked. adj. Wrinkled; wreathed. 

Methought his eyes 

Were two full moons: he had a thoufand holes. 

Horns we/k'd and wav’d like the enridged fea. Shakefpeare. 
We'lkim. n.f. [from pcalcan, to roll, or pelcen, clouds, Sax. J 

1. The vifible region* of the air. Out of ufe, except in poetry. 

Ne in all the welkin was no cloud. Chaucer. 

He leaves the welkin way moft beaten plain, 

And rapt with whirling wheels inflames the ikyen, 

With fire not made to burn, but fairly for to Ihine. Fa. Qtt. 

The (wallow peeps out of her neft, 

And cloudy welkin cleareih. Spenfer's Pajlorals. 

Spur your proud horfes hard, and ride in blood : 

Amaze the we!kin with your broken ftaves. Shak. R. III. 
With feats of arms 

From either end of hcav’n the welkin burns. 

Now my talk is fmouthly done, 

I can fly, or I can run 
Quickly to the green earth’s end. 

Where the bow’d welkin flow’ doth bend. 

Their hideous yells 
Rend the dark welkin. 

2. Welkin Bye, is, I luppofe, blue eve; ikycoloured eye. 

Yet were it true 
To fay this boy were like me f Come, fir page, 

Look on me with your welkin eye , fweet villain. Shakefpeare. 
W’ELL. n.f. [pelle, poell, Saxon.] 

1. A fpring ; a fountain ; a fource. 

Begin then, fifters of the facred well. 

That from beneath the feat of Jove doth fpring. 

As the root and branch are but one tree. 

And well and ftrearn do but one river make; 

So if the root and well corrupted be. 

The Hi earn and branch the fame corruption take. 

2. A dc p narrow pit of water. 

The mufcles are fo many «v 7 /-buckets: when one of them 
aits and draws, ’tis neceflary that the other muft obey. Dryden. 
The cavity in which flairs are placed. 

Hollow newelled flairs are made about a fquare hollow 
newel: fuppofe the well -hole to be eleven foot long, and fix 
foot w ide, and we would bring up a pair of ftai's from thefirft 
floor eleven foot high, it being intended a iky-light (hall fall 
through the hollow newel. Moron's Mech. Exer. 

To Well. v. n. [peallan, Saxon.] To fpring; to i flue as from 
a fpring. 

Thereby a cryftal ftream did gently play. 

Which from a facred fountain we led forth alway. Fa. Qu. 
I he bubbling wave did ever freihly well. Fairy Queen. 
A dreary corfe, 

All wallow’d in bis own yet lukewarm blood, 

7 ‘hat from his wound yet welled frcih, alas ! 

Himfelf affifts to lift him from the ground, 

W ith cloned locks, and blood that well'd from out the 
wound. Dryden s /En. 

From his two fprings. 

Pure welling out, he through the lucid lake 
Of fair Dambea rolls his infant ftrram. Thom/on's Summer. 
•o Mr' ell. v. a. To pour any thing forth. 

To her people wealth they forth do well. 

And health to every foreign nation. Fairy Queen. 

v ri.L. adj. [ Well feems to be fometimes an ad;e£tive, though 
it is not always eafy to determine its relations.] 

1 Not fick; not unhappy. 

Mark, we ufe 

T o fay the dead are well. Shakef. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Lady, I am not well, elfe I ihould anfwer 
From a full flowing ftomach. Shakefp. King Lear. 

In poifon there is phyfick; and this news, 

That would, had I been well , have made me fick, 

Being fick, hath in fome rneafure made me well. Shakefp. 
' V hilc thou art well, thou mayeft do much good ; but when 
thou art fick<thou can’ll not tell what thou ihalt be able to do: 


it is not very much nor very good, l ew men mend with fic k- 
nefs as there are but few who by travel and a wandering life 
become devout. Taylor's Guide to Devotion. 

Men under irregular appetites never think themfelvcs well, 
fo long as they fancy they might be better; then from bettrf 
they muft rife to bell. D Lji range. 

’Tis eafy for any, when wtl\ to give advice to them that 
are not IVakc's Preparation for Death. 

2. Convenient; happy. 

Holdings were fo plentiful, and holders fo fcarce, as well 
was the landlord, who could get one to be his tenant. Carew. 

Charity is made the conftant companion and perfection of 
all virtues; and well it is for that virtue where it moft enters, 
and longeft flays. Sprat's Sermons. 

This exa&ncfs is neceflary, and it would be well too, if it 
extended itfelf to common converfation. Locke. 

It would have been well for Genoa, if ihe had followed 
the example of Venice, in not permitting her nobles to make 
any purchafe of lands in the dominions of a foreign prince. Ad. 

3. Being in favour. 

He followed the fortunes of that family; and was well 
with Henry the fourth. Dryden. 

4. Recovered from any ficknefs or misfortune. 

1 am forry 

For your difpleafure; but all will fure be well. Shakefpeare. 

Juft thoughts, and modeft expectations are eaiily fatisfied. 
If we don’t over-rate our preteniions, all will be welt. Collier. 

Well. adv. [will, Gothick; pell, Saxon; wd, Dutch; vel, 
Iflandick. 

1. Not ill; not unhappily. 

Some fenfe, and more eftate, kind heav’n 

To this Tee//-lotted peer has given : 

What then ? he muft have rule and (way ; 

Elfe all is wrong till lie’s in play. Prior. 

2. Not ill; not wickedly. 

My bargains, and well- won thrift he calls int’reft. Shah. 

Thou one bad adt with many deeds well done 

May’ll cover. Milton. 

3. Skilfully; properly. 

A private caution I know not well how to fort, unlefs I 
ihould call it political, by no means to build too near a great 
neighbour. IVotton. 

Beware and govern well thy appetite. Milton. 

Whether the learn’d Minerva be her theme, 

Or chafle Diana bathing in the ftream ; 

None can record their heavenly praife fo well. Dryden. 

What poet would not mourn to fee 

His brother write as well as he ? Swift. 

4. Not amifs; not unfucccfsfully ; not erroneoufly. 

Solyman commended them tor a plot fo well by them laid, 
more than he did the victory of others got by good fortune, not 
grounded upon any good reafon. Krulles. 

The foldier that philofopher ivcl! blam’d. 

Who long and loudly in the fchools declaim’d. Denham. 

’Tis almoft impoffible to tTahflate verbally and well. Dryden. 

5. Not inlbfficiently ; not defectively. 

The plain of Jordan was well watered everywhere. Gen efts. 

We are well able to overcome it. Num. xiii. 30. 

The merchant adventurers being a ftrong company, and 
well underfet with rich men, held out bravely. Bacon. 

6. To a degree that gives pleafurc. 

I like well, in fome places, fair columns upon frames of 
carpenters work. Bacon. 

j. With praife ; favourably. 

All the world (peaks well of you. Pope. 

8. Well is fometimes like the French hint, a term of conceffion. 

I he knot might well be cut, but untied itcould notbe. Sidney. 

To know 

In rneafure what the mind can well contain. Milton, 

9. It is a word by which fomething is admitted as the ground 
for a conclufion. 

IVelt, let’s away, and fay how much is done. Shakefpeare. 

IVell, by this author’s confeffion, a number fuperior are 
for the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover. Swift. 

10. As well as. Together with ; not lefs than. 

Coptos was the magazine of all the trade from Ethiopia, 
by the Nile, as well as of thofe commodities that came from 
the weft by Alexandria. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

11. IVell is him or me ; bene eft , he is happy. 

JVell is him that dwelleth with a wife of underftanding, and 
that hath not flipped with his tongue. Efcltif. xxv 8 

12. Well nigh. Nearly; almoft. 

I freed well nigh half th’ angelick name. Milton. 

13. It is ufed much in compofition, to e.xprefs anv thin» riirht. 
laudable, or not defective. 

Antiochus underftanding him not be well affected to his af¬ 
fairs, provided for his own fafety. 2 Mac. iv 2 r 

There may be fafety to the to,-//-affeCted Perfians;’ but to 
do confpire againft us, a memorial of de- 

EJlh. xvi 23. 

Should a whole hoft at once difeharge the bow, 

My well- aim’d ihaft with death prevents the foe. Pope. 

What 


thofe which 
ilruClion. 
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